SECTION XIV.

TINSEL.

49. There is at present a temporary revival of
the gold and silver tinsel industry, due in the main
to war conditions. In Amritsar labour saving
appliances of various types have been adopted
with benefit to the workers, but in other places
the old methods prevail, and, since the different
processes are ip different hands, lack of combina-
tion among workers has forced the average earn-
ings down to a minimum. It is doubtful, how-
ever, if the cottage-made tinsel can ever again
really hold the market. The gold and silver
thread made in the Punjab is of so uneven a
quality t^at it is seldom used in weaving, seldom
used in fact for anything else than for embroi-
dery for shoes* It will always be undersold by
European, tinsel in which the proportion.of gold
is very much less. There is, however, among the
wealthy a certain demand for the more expensive
heavier gold and silver thread of India, and some
disappointment has been felt that the Govern-
ment of India has given its verdict against a sys-
tem of hall-marking which would do something
to protect the trade,